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Introduction
The Bible is a book of stories. These 
stories together tell one big story, the 
Story of Salvation.

This story begins at the very begin-
ning, when God made the heavens 
and earth and filled them with life.

This story describes the terrible 
moment when Adam and Eve dis-
obeyed God, and brought sin and 
death into our world.

This story takes us to the cross, 
where Jesus died for our sin, and it 
calls us to rejoice at the wonderful 
news that He rose from the dead 
three days later! His resurrection 
cuts a path through death for all 
who believe in Him.

This story then tells us the best 
news of all, that Jesus is coming 
back. When he returns, a new age 
will begin. God will dwell with his 
people in a place of eternal life, joy, 
and peace.

Explore the Story of Salvation for 
yourself. Memorize the selected 
Bible verses using the accompany-
ing Story of Salvation Sing-Along. 
These Scripture passages have 
been chosen to help you see and 
understand the Story of Salvation.

It is my prayer that wherever you 
are today, this guide helps you know 
God, know what He has done for 
you, and know how you can be saved 
by believing in Jesus Christ as your 
Lord and Savior.

 Sincerely,

Rev. Jonathan Shumate 
President and Founder, CrossLife
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How to use this Guide
This guide is designed to encourage 
families to explore God’s unfolding 
work of salvation as it is revealed in 
Scripture. Memorizing Scripture 
imprints God’s truth on our minds 
and hearts, and gives us the chance 
to meditate on his Word in any 
setting, day or night.

But where should you start? What 
are the best verses to memorize? 
The answer is that all Scripture is 
God-breathed and useful (2 Tim 
3:16). You can’t go wrong when 
memorizing God’s own words to 
us. But there’s value in memoriz-
ing specific passages that help us 
know and better communicate the 
heart of the Gospel and God’s plan 
of redemption.

Our desire in creating this guide is 
to help you and your family “know 
the hope to which he has called 
you.” When you or your children 
are sharing the Good News with a 
neighbor or friend, you will have key 
Bible verses at your aid to help you 
communicate clearly and faithfully. 

When you walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, God’s Word, 
already implanted in your mind, will 
draw you to Him over and over. As 
your children grow into adults and 
launch into the world, they will have 
an accurate worldview foundation 
through which they see and inter-
pret the world.

What is the Story of Salvation?
How do we understand the big 
picture of the Biblical story? From 
sixty-six books and tens of thou-
sands of verses, how do we distill 
the essence of God’s story of re-
demption? It’s helpful to think of 
the biblical story in four main parts: 
Creation, Fall, Redemption, and 
Restoration.

Creation is the very beginning of the 
story, and the foundation of every-
thing that happens afterward. God 
creates the world, fills it with life, 
and as His crowning act, He makes 
human beings in His own image 
and enters into a special relation-
ship with them. In the Bible, this 
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part is mainly located in Genesis 
chapters 1 and 2.

The Fall is described in Genesis 
chapter 3. The first two people 
whom God made stop trusting 
in Him and rebel against Him. 
Therefore sin enters the world and 
it becomes a place of evil, futility, 
suffering, and ultimately death. 
Humans no longer desire to live as 
God designed, but try to become 
their own god. This is the essence 
of sin, and this is what separates 
all people from God.

Redemption is about how God 
rescues His people from the terri-
ble conditions caused by the Fall. 
Most of the Bible, from Genesis 4  
onward, tells us about how God 
brings His people out of captivity 
to their sinful condition and initi-
ates a new relationship with them 
based on grace. After millennia 
of choosing, teaching, protecting, 
and judging His people, God sends 
Jesus Christ, God the Son, to earth 
to take on human flesh and die for 
our sins on the cross.

What is Restoration? Jesus does 

not stay dead. Three days after 

His death, He rises from the dead, 

giving those who trust in Him the 

promise of our own bodily resur-

rection. Jesus’s resurrection is the 

beginning of a new creation, a new 

world in which God will dwell with 

His people in eternal and perfect 

happiness and peace. This will be 

fulfilled when Jesus returns and 

makes all things new and right. We 

read about this primarily in the final 

biblical book of Revelation.

This guide includes a few key pas-

sages to memorize within each area 

of Creation, Fall, Redemption, and 

Restoration. These passages are 

not exhaustive; the reason we have 

a whole Bible is that a few verses 

aren’t enough to inform and fuel our 

faith! Also, many of the passages 

relate to more than one “catego-

ry,” because they are interrelated. 

Read the context for these verses; 

go deeper, go further, get even more 

excited about the truth revealed in 

the Bible.
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For each passage of Scripture, there 
are three guide sections:

The Verses: Read the passage to-
gether over and over, with feeling 
and with energy. Make it come 
alive for your children (and your-
self). Each time you read, ask your 
children what they observed in the 
text. What did they notice that was 
interesting? Did they hear repeti-
tion, or contrast, or did a certain 
word or idea catch their attention? 
Encourage questions!

Each passage in the guide has a 
corresponding song in the Story of 
Salvation Sing Along. These songs 
are the very words of the Scripture 
passage set to original music. Join 
together as a family in singing these 
songs (and dancing, and being 
playful) to cement the words in your 
mind. Music is a powerful and de-
lightful way to aid memorization.

This Story is For You: This is a great 
starting point for younger family 
members or those who are new to 
the Bible. Young children will find 
engaging analogies to give them a 
point of reference for understanding 

the text. Read aloud to little kids, 
allow young readers to read for 
themselves, and begin discussions 
on the big ideas. You may be sur-
prised by how much your children 
can understand seemingly deep 
theological concepts, and by how 
a simple discussion of these verses 
shapes their understanding of God.

Telling the Great Story: This section 
is aimed at middle school children 
up to adults, and explains in more 
detail how the passage connects 
to the over-arching Story of Salva-
tion. Refer back to this section as 
you memorize to help yourself un-
derstand the meaning and context 
of the verses. When you discuss 
the verses, ask your kids what this 
means in their lives. There may 
not be a simplistic application in 
the form of a behavior change, 
and that’s okay. The Bible was not 
written merely to address our mo-
mentary situation, but to help us 
know God. Ask them what this verse 
says about who God is and what 
he’s done, and who we are and what 
we’re meant to do.
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This guide is designed for you to 
cover a new Scripture passage every 
2-3 days to a week, but your family 
is free to go at a pace that fits your 
needs and goals.

In addition to reading the lessons 
and memorizing the passages, we 
encourage parents to seek ways 
you and your children can active-
ly process and apply what you are 
learning, such as:

Family discussions

• Keeping a journal where you per-
sonally reflect and interact with 
the passage and lesson

• Looking up other Bible passages 
that connect with the lesson

• Talking with your pastor about 
any big questions you may have

• Finding additional books or com-
mentaries that go into more 
detail on a passage or subject

• Doing a project that ties into the 
lesson (art, music, dance, coding, 
building, drama, writing)

Are you new to memorizing Scrip-
ture? Here are a few tips to help you 
in your efforts:

• Sing the words with the Story of 
Salvation Sing Along!

• Write the verses by hand multi-
ple times across multiple days.

• Place the written verses around 
your house or office where you 
will see them on a regular basis—
on your bathroom or hallway 
mirror, above the kitchen sink, 
or at your desk.

• Designate a consistent time 
period each day to spend memo-
rizing new verses and refreshing 
your memory on previous verses.



Creation
PART I
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1 In The Beginning    Genesis 1:1-3

2 Made in God’s Image    Genesis 1:27-28

3 The Heavens Declare    Psalm 19:1-4
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1In the Beginning
In the beginning, God created the heavens  

and the earth. The earth was without form and void,  
and darkness was over the face of the deep.  

And the Spirit of God was hovering over  
the face of the waters. And God said,  

“Let there be light,” and there was light.

Genesis 1:1-3

i

Big Idea 
God is the Master Artist who made  

the heavens and the earth  
out of nothing.
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12 In the Beginning

  This Story is For You
I have always loved to make things. When I was 
young, I loved to color and cut pictures from con-
struction paper, and now I love to paint and make 
music on a musical instrument. Do you like to make 
things, too?

God wanted to make something. He made our 
world and filled it with life. Why did He make it? 
For the same reason that you and I make things. 
For the pure joy of seeing His work come to life.

When God finished making everything, do you 
know what He said? He said, “It is very good!” Like 
a master artist, God was delighted to see the work 
He had made when it was all done.



Telling the Great Story
These verses are the beginning of 
the Bible and the beginning of cre-
ation, the home into which God will 
place people in coming verses. We 
cannot understand the rest of the 
Bible, God himself, or our own iden-
tity and relationship to God without 
starting with the foundation.

In the beginning, there was 
nothing. God created everything 
from nothing: something only God 
can do. As people made in God’s 
image, we love to create as well, 
whether it’s art, engineering, home- 
making, gardening, etc., but we 
cannot create in the same way God 
did. We create from the raw materi-
al God has already made and given 
to us, but he creates from nothing, 
by the power of his will. This is a pow-
erful God we serve!

While there is legitimate debate 
among godly Christians about the 
exact timing of God’s creation of the 
universe, we can heartily affirm a 
few things: 

1. God alone made all of it, from 
nothing. 

2. He made it on purpose, with  
intention and meaning built into 
creation itself. 

3. He was pleased with his work.

In this passage we see the first hint 
of the Trinity. The Spirit of God is 
hovering over the face of the waters, 
involved in God the Father’s cre-
ative work. The Spirit gives life. The 
Hebrew verb “created” is singular,  
affirming the fact that God is one 
God, in three persons (as later Scrip-
ture will reveal more and more). 
When God speaks, it happens. 
When he desires light, there is light.

When he desires for order to over-
come chaos, it happens. God is a 
God of order and good things, and 
his creation submits to him and  
responds to his commands.

  Genesis 1:1-3 13


